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121 st 

Regional Assembly 
of the 

Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

in West Virginia 
Thursday—Saturday 

April 22-24, 2010 
First Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 
3252 Main St. 

Weirton, West Virginia 
 

Our Vision 
 

To become a God-centered, 
Spirit-filled F.A.M.I.L.Y. of 
faith that reaches out with 
the love of Jesus Christ to 

all people. 

Core Values 
 

     Faithful Living 

      Accepting All 

      Making Disciples 

      Inviting Everyone 

      Loving Relationships 

     Yielding to God 



 

 
 

 What would God have United Disciples of Christ Church to be and to do as we seek to fulfill our 
mission to be inviting and accepting of all people into God’s F.A.M.I.L.Y.?  This question will be a 
leading question in enabling us to discern God’s vision for us as we move into the future together at 
United.  I don’t know about you, but I find my mind drifting all over the place when I begin to ponder this 
question.  Then some ideas come.  Then a lot of ideas will begin to bubble up to the surface.  Part of 
the process of discernment, however, is recognizing that just because some idea bubbles up (and may 
seem like a good idea) does not mean it is something that God is calling us to do or be. 
 One thing that is before all of us with regards to our mission is to be inviting.  The growth of 
United into the church God would have us to be is going to happen through our daily expressions of 
faith and our inviting people to consider a life of faith for themselves.  This happens as they witness us 
living lives of faith ourselves and desiring such a life for themselves and through our actually inviting 
people to attend church functions with us. 
 This seems so simple when it is mentioned in the above paragraph, however, for various 
reasons it remains a huge obstacle for many.  How do we share our faith?  When do we share our 
faith?  What do we talk to people about?  How do we keep from sounding like “Jesus freaks?”  All of 
these questions and more are questions that people have who really want to share their faith with 
others, but struggle with how to go about it. 
 We all need to strive to overcome this obstacle if we are going to be inviting and accepting of 
all people into God’s F.A.M.I.L.Y.  You will have an opportunity to engage in fun, faith formative, faith 
sharing groups called “Table Talk” that will begin this spring.  We will begin to announce the formation 
of home groups called “Table Talk” on February 21st during morning worship.  These groups will meet 
in homes on a regular basis at predetermined times.  The group will share a meal together, share in a 
faith discussion together and share communion together each time it meets.  Though these groups will 
provide much opportunity for faith formative activities, the greatest benefit for United at present will be 
enabling us to overcome the obstacle of how to be inviting of others. 
 If you are struggling with how to be inviting, one of these groups is a place for you to be so that 
you can grow in this area of faith.  If you find that being inviting comes natural to you, one of these 
groups needs you to be present to encourage and enable growth in others.  The “Table Talk” groups 
will be a place in the life of our faith community where each one of our core values is made manifest.  
We value Faithful Living, Accepting All, Making Disciples, Inviting Everyone, Loving Relationships and 
Yielding to God.  I get excited about events in the life of the church F.A.M.I.L.Y. where everything we 
value is present.  I get excited about events in the life of the church where you are present.  I hope you 
will make a point to embrace and enlist in one of these groups as the opportunity presents itself to you 
later this month.  As one of our great communion hymns invites, “Come eat the bread, come drink the 
wine, come share the Lord.” 
 
Presence and Peace, 
 
Steven A. Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

����������	����
��	 �
�

��������	
�������
���������������������
���
�

��
������	
������������������
��������������
�����
 ��
�

�� �������	
�������!"���#$%"������&
�'��(�
�)*�� �
�

&�������	
�������!!�������� ������* ��+�����
 

Your Newsletter is Going Green! 
 

You now have the opportunity to “opt out” 
of receiving a paper copy of “The United Voice”.  In an effort 

to save money (and trees) in this growing economic crisis, 
we have decided to offer you the option of receiving your 

newsletter by email instead of snail mail.  If you are interested, 
please let Cheryl know and make sure she has your updated 

email address.  Please note that this is your decision.  You may 
continue to receive the newsletter through the postal service if you 

prefer a paper copy or if you do not have email service.  If we do not 
hear from you, you will continue to receive the newsletter by mail. 

 
There is a sign-up sheet at the church for those  
interested in receiving the newsletter by email.    
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In Care Facilities: 
Vallie McDaniel (Nitro); Mike Shannon (Sunbridge); Glenn Frame (Heartland of 
Charleston) 
 
Homebound: 
Frieda Ferrell; Lucille Combs; Maxine Frazier; Carol Miller 
 

Other Concerns: 
Russ Smith, Evaleigh Foster, Connie Lambert, Cindy Dotson, Jennifer Allen, Becky Hancock, 
Godfrey Family, Sharon Hannah, Wagner Family, Maite Hamilton, Unspoken personal 
requests, Teresa, Don Pahl, Becky Hopkins, Mary Jean Hall, Charles Atkins, Bob 
Stillwagoner, John Adkins, Harry Kaercher, Agnes Bradshaw, Lisa O’Dell, Benjamin 
Beeson, Dan Eades, Don Coplin, Brittany Rogers family, Dick Alderman, Harlan Cornell, 
Myrtle Carr, Jean Baker, Hilda Gilmore, Maxine Pauley, Natalie Winowich, Jason, Pat 
Walker, Bob Wilt, Wanda Dean, Jimmy Hart, Pat Harris, Jerry Griffin, Family of Kevin 
Lancaster, Ethel Lockhart, Kelly Boer, Helena Roomy, Carly Saunders, Kelly Brown, Debbie 
Purdue, Helen Estep, John Morrison, Libbie Straten, Carl Chapman, Arnold Family, 
Mildred Robie, Barb Walker, Gary Carter Family, Stoltze Family, Pam McCalla & family, 
Richard Mitchell, Paul Richards, Iva Winter, William Nicholson Family, Kenna Wells, 
Lucille Combs, Jack Burlingame, Sara Burlingame, James family, Jennings Family, Jim 
Roomy, Aiden Laverty, Trevor Blake, Justin Redman, Maggie McKiverton, Chris Hall, Jack 
Cantrell, Jennifer Purdue, Debbie Henderson, Kathryn Youngman, Maxine Frazier 
 

Out of Town: 
Drema Myers (Altamonte Springs, FL); Paul Stone (Chambersburg, PA), Mary Black (Paoli, 
PA), our troops around the world 
 
 
We extend our deepest love and sympathies to the families of these dear friends who 
recently passed away:  Pauline Mariani, Becky Butler’s mother, who passed away January 
14, 2010 and Herb Lambert, Iva Winter’s brother, who passed away January 17, 2010. 
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Average Monthly Sunday Attendance: 74 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
         
                                                                                                                       
                                                       
                                 

 Date 
 

Sunday School 
Attendance 

Worship 
Attendance 

Sunday School 
Offering 

Worship 
Offering 

Special 
Offering 

Jan. 3 18 69 $8.00 $6,920.67 $226.50 
Jan. 10 13 63 $2.00 $5,450.50 $592.36 
Jan. 17 19 88 $10.00 $2,354.80 $432.00 
Jan. 24 17 92 $8.00 $1,593.50 $3,653.00 
Jan. 31 17 57 $2.00 $1,613.00 $35.00 
        Total  84 369 $30.00 $17,932.47 $4,938.86 

 

February Servants 
Elders:  Laura Wilcox and Tom Hamm 
Diaconate:   
Prepare & Clean up: John Hudson  
Greet:  Marty Holley and Roberta Long 
Serve:  Carol Sue Burgess, Carol Bane 
 Mac McMillen, Andrea Beeson 
 

 

WRAPPING UP 
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February Worship Leaders 
 

February 7 – Dee Marshall 
February 14 – David Haney 

February 21 – Linda Brumfield 
February 28 – Joe Beeson 
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Memorial Fund 
January 2010 

 
Gifts received in memory 

of these loved ones: 
 

Mr. Roy Payne 
Mrs. Mary Lib Frame 

 
December 31, 2009 

$24,141.29 
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Covenant House Needs for February 
Drop-In Center:  feminine hygiene supplies, diapers 
Clothing Closet:  warm clothing 
Food Pantry:  canned foods (fruit, greens, tomatoes, carrots, potatoes, mixed veggies, peas, 
          Spaghetti O’s, ravioli) 
Community Housing:  bed (full size) 

  
On the Sundays of February 21 and 28, we will be collecting our Week of 

Compassion Offering.  This special offering helps those devastated by disaster. 
Whether it’s the Gulf Coast Hurricane Recovery Initiative, the Haitian Earthquake 
Relief, feeding the world’s hungry as a result of the global food crisis, responding 
to neighbors in need here at home, or confronting humanitarian crises across the 

globe, Week of Compassion is Jesus’ love in action.  Please give generously. 

The Congregation at 
United is sending lots of 
“warm fuzzies” to Mary 
Tate in Louisiana this 

Valentine’s Day! 
xoxo 


